Call for papers NACS Summer 2026

Vé Seminari d’estiu - 5th Summer Seminar
North American Catalan Society
Institut d’Estudis Catalans, Barcelona, 1 Juliol, 2026, 9.30-14.30.

Arquitectura, esdevenir i estudis catalans

En reconeixement de la designacié de Barcelona per part de la UNESCO com a Capital
Mundial de I'Arquitectura 2026, la North American Catalan Society dedicara el seu 5¢ Seminari
d’Estiu a I'arquitectura. Fent-nos resso del tema proposat pel Congrés Mundial de la Unié
Internacional d’Arquitectes, "Esdevenir: Arquitectures per a un Planeta en Transicid", que també
tindra lloc a Barcelona el 2026, convidem propostes que explorin les interseccions entre
I'arquitectura i els estudis catalans.

Ens interessen especialment contribucions que abordin criticament els sis eixos tematics del
Congrés de la UIA: “becoming beyond-human, attuned, embodied, interdependent,
hyper-conscious, circular.” Els temes poden incloure (entre d’altres): arquitectura i pensament
ecologic; territoris urbans i rurals, locals i globals; el paper de I'espai construit en la llengua, la
literatura i les politiques identitaries catalanes; processos d’esdevenir i circularitat en I'espai i el
temps arquitectonics i literaris; i les dimensions civiques, artistiques o simbodliques de
'urbanisme i I'arquitectura catalanes. Acceptem multiples formats, com ara estudis de casos,
exploracions teodriques i investigacions practiques basades en disseny per part d'académics de
qualsevol disciplina que treballin a la interseccio de I'arquitectura i els estudis catalans en un
sentit ampli.

Architecture, Becoming, and Catalan Studies

In recognition of Barcelona’s designation by UNESCO as the 2026 World Capital of
Architecture, the North American Catalan Society will devote its 5th Summer Seminar to
architecture. Echoing the theme proposed by the International Union of Architects’ World
Congress, “Becoming: Architectures for a Planet in Transition,” also happening in Barcelona in
2026, we invite contributions that explore the intersections of architecture and Catalan studies.

We particularly welcome contributions that engage critically with the six thematic strands of the
UIA Congress: becoming beyond-human, attuned, embodied, interdependent, hyper-conscious,
and circular. Topics may include (but are not limited to) architecture and ecological thought;
urban and rural, local and global territories; the role of built space in Catalan language,
literature, and identity politics; becoming and circularity in architectural and literary space and
time; and the civic, artistic, or symbolic dimensions of Catalan urbanism and architecture. We
welcome multiple formats, including case studies, theoretical explorations, and design-led
research from scholars of any discipline working at the intersection of architecture and Catalan
studies broadly construed.


https://www.uia-architectes.org/en/events/world-congresses-of-architects/barcelona-2026/
https://www.uia-architectes.org/en/events/world-congresses-of-architects/barcelona-2026/

Funcionament del seminari

Propostes

Per a presentar propostes de participacio, envieu un resum d’unes 200 paraules al comité
organitzador de la jornada (eillas@iu.edu; rcapdevilawerning@fas.harvard.edu) abans del 31
de gener de 2026. En un document separat, envieu el nom, titol del paper i la vostra afiliacio.
El resum ha de ser anonim ja que passa per un procés de revisid per parells. Rebreu una
resolucio abans de la darrera setmana de marg.

Abans del 15 de juny, els ponents faran arribar als altres participants un assaig breu de presa
de posici6 respecte el tema del la seva contribucié. Aquests assajos breus cal que estiguin
escrits en catala o en anglés, siguin redactats en un estil afi al d’un article d’opinio, i tinguin una
extensioé d’entre 3 i 5 pagines. Els participants hauran llegit tots els assajos de la seva sessi6
abans del seminari del dia 1de juliol. A la taula rodona, el ponents faran un resum o extendran
el que havien exposat a I'assaig en 3 0 4 minuts. Després de les breus presentacions, hi haura
una discussio general.

Public participatiu

Si us interessa assistir a la jornada com a public participatiu (és a dir, havent llegit amb
antelacio els assajos de presa de posicio i participant a la discussio general de les taules
rodones), us podeu inscriure a finals de juny.

Summer Session Details

Submissions

To be considered for participation as a speaker, please send an abstract (200 words in length)
to the Organizing Committee (eillas@iu.edu; rcapdevilawerning@fas.harvard.edu) by January
31th 2026. On a separate document, send your name, title of paper and filiation. Please do not
include your name on the abstract as it will go through a peer review process. Decisions will be
sent by the last week of March.

By June 15th, speakers will share an informal position paper in response to their roundtable
questions with the other seminar participants. These informal papers will be 3 to 5 pages long,
written in English or Catalan, in an op-ed style, with minimal footnotes. Participants are asked to
read all position papers in advance. Speakers will recapitulate or expand on their papers in 3-4
minutes’ time. An open discussion will follow the presentations.

Engaged Audience
If you are interested in participating as a member of the engaged audience (i.e., by also
reading the position papers and attending the roundtables), please fill out this form.
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